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Hearing
on county

budget
Monday

Spending plan

includes cuts

By T.J. ROYAL
STAFF WRITER

The Edgecombe County 2008-
09 budget has received "no modifi-
cations or changes" for the public
hearing Monday, County Manager
Lorenzo Carmon said Wednesday.

The Board of Commissioners is
expected to adopt the $54.8. million
budget Monday after the public
hearing that begins at 2 p.m. in the
commissioners room of the County
Administrative Building at 200
Saint Andrew St.

Commissioners Chairman
Charlie Harrell said that Carmon
"has completed the final version
that will be presented to the public
Monday." He also said he expected
it to be adopted Monday. By state
law, local governments must adopt
an annual budget before July 1, the
start of the fiscal year.

Carmon unveiled his budget at
the commissioners June 2 meeting,
recommending the county reduce
spending by more than $3 million.
In his budget, a 4 percent cut is
placed on all the county's depart-

ments, including the Sheriff's
Office, Department of Social
Services and the Health
Department.

A 3 percent cut will be made to
Edgecombe County's outside agen-
cies, which include Edgecombe
County Public Schools,
Edgecombe Community College,
Nash-Rocky Mount Schools and all
the fire departments.

A hiring freeze has also been
placed on all of the county's clerical
and support positions. Only "essen-
tial positions needed to operate
effectively” would be filled under
the freeze, Carmon stated in his
budget message.

The county's property tax rate
will stay the same, at 94 cents per
$100 of property value, which is the
state's fourth-highest rate according
to the state Department of Revenue.

GOT MELONS?

EDITOR

summer.

didn’t fit us.”

sweet potatoes.

cantaloupes?

There is a reason it’s the Eastern Carolina
Cantaloupe Festival and not the Tarboro-
Edgecombe Cantaloupe Festival.

Not that many, if any, farmers grow can-
taloupes in the county. Quincy Farms did and
supplied the festival with melons last

“But they just didn’t fit our farm,”
explained Hunter Quincy. “They require a
lot of care and a lot of time, and that just

Quincy Farms west of town concen-
trates on tobacco, cotton, soybeans and

Quincy had cantaloupes ripening from
June 20 to Aug. 20 a year ago when he
planted about 85 to 90 acres of the fruit.

Nevertheless, the second annual Eastern
Carolina Cantaloupe Festival is Saturday, June
28. Can you have a cantaloupe festival without

“No way,” said Quincy who has arranged with
Nash Produce in Sandy Cross to make about 600
melons available at cost to the festival sponsor,
the Tarboro Edgecombe Chamber of Commerce.

Cantaloupe decorating and carving is one of the highlights of the Eastern Carolina Cantaloupe Festival in down-
town Tarboro. Prizes will be awarded in three age categories. There is no entry fee. photorFile

Festival finds some cantaloupes

By W. TERRY SMITH

Quincy

Last year, Quincy sold more than 700 can-
taloupes at the festival.

Cantaloupe decorating and carving is one of
the day’s highlights. Prizes will be awarded in
three age categories. There is no entry fee.

There also will be a Lil’ Mr. and Ms. Festival
King and Queen chosen between the ages of 3-7.
Votes are $1 each and the winners will
be the king and queen of the Christmas
parade.

Face painting and the popular
karaoke contest returns as well as
amusements by Abrams for the children.

A list of entertainers will be
announced soon.

Chamber Office Manager JoBeth
Cobb is organizing the festival and
reported more food, craft and informa-
tional vendors have already signed up.
Keihin Carolina Systems Technology, a major
festival sponsor, will offer treats made with can-
taloupes plus recipes.

Right now, Cobb is trying to schedule partici-
pants for the dunking booth and others for
appearances on the live television telecast
between 5 and 7 a.m. Friday, June 27 by Channel
11 (WTVD-TV) of Durham.

Bryants
have
separate
court
dates

By T.J. ROYAL
STAFF WRITER

An Edgecombe County couple
who was charged with killing their
6-week-old son last year have ten-
tative court dates for later this year.

Ashley Taylor Bryant, 20, and
Gregory Austin
Bryant, 23, both
of 143 Everett
Road, were each
charged  with
first-degree mur-
der and felony
child abuse in
June 2007 in the
April 8, 2007
death of Trenton
Ryder Bryant.

The couple
were not charged
until June 12,
2007, when a
pathologist's
findings on the
infant's  death
was reported.

"The  baby
had three trauma
spots to his head and three broken
ribs," Edgecombe County Sheriff
James Knight said. "The doctor
told us the cause of death was trau-
ma to the head."

Edgecombe County Assistant
District Attorney Steve Graham
said Wednesday the court date for
Ashley Bryant is set for August.
Gregory Bryant's date is set for
November, he added.

Graham said the couple have
retained separate attorneys. Spring
Hope's Terry Alford is representing
Ashley Bryant, and Greenville's
Steven Fisher is representing
Gregory Bryant.

A. Bryant

G. Bryant

Foreign owner took Farmtrac money and went home

Third of three stories.

By BOB BENEDETTI
CORRESPONDENT

With the Jan.18 closing of
Tarboro-based farm tractor manu-
facturer Farmtrac North America
(FNA), the loyalties and liveli-
hoods of plant workers, retail deal-
ers and customers are slowly and
surely being plowed under.

The timeframe may differ for
each party but the outcome is the
same: after a once-reputable com-
pany was financially gutted, corpo-
rate machinery tied to it has sys-
tematically begun tilling Farmtrac
loyalists into the soil.

The January closing of

Edgecombe
has plan to

attract tourists

By KIMBERLY BELLAMY

STAFF WRITER

Finding better ways to utilize the his-
torical assets that Edgecombe County has
to offer to encourage tourism was the
main focus at the Kiwanis Club meeting

on Tuesday night.

Edgecombe County Extension Agent
Joe Dickens gave a presentation to the
members on a tourism development plan.

A majority of the plan was generated
by students at N.C. State University as a

project over a semester.
Edgecombe  County

according to Dickens.

See TOURISM, page 5

Extension
Director James Pearce found out that the
students did work in a neighboring town
and asked them to work with Tarboro,

Escorts Ltd,, of Faribad, India became the tracter firm's parent company in 2005 and rebranded the product Farmtrac,

Photo/Bob Bendetti

Farmtrac's assembly plant and
headquarters at 111 Fairview Drive
and late February court-appointed
receivership are only two bench-
marks of the firm's demise.
Receivership is a measure taken
only when a company cannot
afford filing bankruptcy.
According to court documents,

Farmtrac owes more than $55 mil-
lion in total liabilities.

Not long ago, Farmtrac boasted
of very different numbers: invest-
ment of $6.5 million into assembly
plant upgrades in 2005 and 2006, a
commitment of $2 million to $3
million annually into continued
facility improvement, reported rev-

Edgecombe County Extension Service Agent Joe Dickens explains the
county’s new tourism plan to Kiwanians. photo/Kimberly Bellamy

enues of $22 million during the
first quarter of 2006 and claims of
steadily increasing tractor sales.

From external appearances, it
was far from a picture of a compa-
ny in financial peril.

Created by North Carolina
native William Redden Long II in
1941, Long Manufacturing prided

itself on high quality tractors and
dependable customer service.

Led by Long into the 1980s, the
firm's name changed to Long
Agribusiness before Escorts Ltd.,
of Faribad, India became the tractor
firm's parent company in 2005 and
rebranded the product Farmtrac.

During the transition, several
persons of Asian decent held three
of the top executive positions at
Farmtrac, including Marketing
Head Shenu Agarwal, Sales Head
Sushil Kaul and a revolving door of
company presidents in Vijay Raina,
Vinay Upadhyay and Pranab
Ghosal.

See FARMTRAC, page 2

After delay, Farmers
Market opens Friday

By KIMBERLY BELLAMY
STAFF WRITER

Residents can prepare to feast
their eyes on some of the county's
best crops this weekend as the
Tarboro-Edgecombe County
Farmers Market opens this week.

The market will reopen on
Friday on the corner of Church
Street and Albermarle Avenue,
Tarboro.

The market will operate between
7-10 a.m. each Tuesday and Friday
until the market closes for the sea-
son.

Although the vendors are happy
that the Farmers Market is making
its grand entrance this week, the
opening is occurring later than
usual.

"It normally opens a little earlier

.. normally opens around the first
of June," said Vaden Hartley, local
vendor for the Farmers Market.

Agriculture Extension Service
agent and adviser to the Farmers
Market, Joe Dickens, projects that
the market may have opened even
sooner.

The market, "normally goes
from May to November," Dickens
said.

The hot weather conditions that
the county recently faced, which
hovered around the upper 90s to
100 degrees or more, is the main
reason why the market didn't open
on its normal schedule.

It opened, "late this year due to
everything being so dry," Hartley

See FARMERS, page 5
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WEATHER: Mostly sunny
High: 85. Low: 59. Forecast, page 2.



